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Explore A Light -Up Model Of Shigeru Ban's Cast Iron  House 

 

By Jessica Dailey 

 

 
 

Developer Knightsbridge Properties commissioned HWKN to design the sales gallery for their Shigeru Ban-

designed Cast Iron House condos, but the best part of the place was created by neither of those architecture 

firms. The highlight of the gallery, and best tool for the sales team, is a super detailed, light-up 3D model of the 

building created by Richard Tenguerian. The model sits in the middle of the minimalist gallery, and it allows 

interested buyers to visualize what the under-construction Tribeca development will look like when it's 

complete next summer. 

http://ny.curbed.com/archives/2014/05/29/explore_a_lightup_model_of_shigeru_bans_cast_iron_house.php
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http://www.tenguerian.com/
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The project consists of a conversion of a 132-year-old cast iron building at the corner of Franklin Street and 

Broadway, as well as an addition. Knightsbridge spent three years restoring the facade, shipping the 4,000 

pieces of ornamentation to a foundry in Alabama to be recast. 

 

 
 

The ground floor will  hold a TD Bank and a small retail space, and the condo entrance will  be at 67 Franklin 

Street, away from the busyness of Broadway. 
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The model shows just how many facade ornaments there were to restore. 

 

 
 

The interior of the building was completely gutted and reimagined by Ban, this year's Pritzker Prize winner, 

who also created the two-story addition. Knightsbridge CEO Jourdan Krauss says that when he first approached 

Ban for the projectðafter a several years-long search for an architectðhe said no because he doesn't do 

preservation. But Krauss elaborated, explaining that he could do whatever he wanted on the inside and create a 

contemporary addition. 

http://cdn.cstatic.net/images/gridfs/537a00f7f92ea1149b0357c7/IMG_4408.jpg
http://cdn.cstatic.net/images/gridfs/537a0136f92ea16521019582/IMG_4382.jpg


 
 

It was a "long courtship," but ultimately Ban was intrigued by the challenge of creating a building where the 

contemporary and historic existed harmoniously. And he succeeded: the Landmarks Preservation Commission 

gave the project glowing remarks. 

 

 
 

The top level of addition consists of a long, suspended cantilevered Vierendeel truss so they appear "to float 

above the building." The lower levels have telescoping glass walls that allow the living spaces to completely 

open up to the outside, creating a beach house-like space. 
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The west penthouse, shown here, has terraces on the west and north. 
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The facade of the model comes off... 

 

 
 

...and hangs on the wall like art.. 
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to give visitors a look inside the duplex homes, of which there are 13, including the two penthouses. 
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The second floor of the original building had the lowest ceiling, so to create the duplexes on this level, Ban had 

to drop the floor. He designed an interior elevated level, shown here in the model, that perfectly aligned with the 

break between windows, so it's not visible from the exterior. 

 

 

 
 

This shot of the model with the facade on shows how the newly inserted floor aligns with the window break. 

 

 

http://cdn.cstatic.net/images/gridfs/537a0113f92ea1149b03583f/IMG_4404.jpg
http://cdn.cstatic.net/images/gridfs/537a0109f92ea1149b035817/IMG_4405.jpg


 
 

 

 

 
 

On the higher levels, part of the floors were completely removed to create double-height living rooms, which all 

events have. The tallest ceiling reaches 20 feet. 
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A few of the lower level units on the eastern end of the building have private outdoor terraces. 
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One of the best parts of the model is the pull-out amenity drawer... 

 

 
 

...complete with a tiny fitness center... 
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...with tiny weights. Presumably the weights in the building will  be normally sized. 

 

 
 

Building amenities also include a hydrotherapy spa with a "water room" and sauna, modeled here, as well as a 

24-hour doorman, a lounge, playroom, storage, and a courtyard with a green wall made of 30-foot-tall bamboo. 
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Individual units can be lit  up in the model, so interested buyers can say, "Show me unit 4D," and voila! There it 

is. 

 

 

 
 

 

Photos of Ban's works hang on the walls, and pieces of the custom hardware are displayed at the back. 
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A giant projection screen on the wall of the gallery shows the renderings of the building. 
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All  of the hardware was designed by Ban. 
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